Responding to Your Child’s Writing

Keep it Positive!


Look first for what is well done, and praise this work lavishly.  Remember the wise words of Pulitzer Prize winning author and teacher Donald Murray who reminds us, “We learn to write primarily by building on our strengths.”  So often, in the name of helping, we feel tempted to point out all of the problems and errors we see in others’ writing.  This approach tends not to work well.  If overdone, criticism makes young writers feel both helpless and defensive.  It is usually much more effective to help them see what they are doing well.
Be Excited!


This is one of the most important things you can do!  Your child worked very hard on his/her writing piece and is probably very excited to share it with you.  Eager listeners usually get more and better writing next time.  So, let your student writer know you value his/her efforts, and cannot wait to hear the next piece!
When There is a Problem…


Don’t get the idea that writers do not need suggestions for improvement.  Of course they do, but the power of your suggestions may lie a great deal in how you phrase them.  Avoid beginning comments with “You” or “Your writing,” such comments then to sound accusatory, even when we do not mean them that way.  Instead, try focusing on your own response as a reader and begin with “I noticed” or “I felt.”  Example:




Instead of: “You need a stronger opening here.”

Try: “When I read this opening comment about horses, I expected your paper to be about that.  I felt confused when you switched topics.  I wonder if other readers would feel that way.”
Be the Coach—Not the Writer!

Tempting as it is to help by doing, it’s important for your know when to back away and say to your writer: “Run with it!”  You can help your young writer by:

· Brainstorming topics and ideas

· Talking through a story or informational piece

· Providing ideas on how/where to get information

· Be a listener—or reader—during the writing process

· Asking questions to guide revision

· Brainstorming possible leads or endings

· Sharing correct spelling of words, correct punctuation, or other editorial tips AFTER your child has completed the first draft.
From: Bervard County School District—A Handbook for Parents of Six Traits Writing Students

